AUGUST MESSAGE FROM THE

POTENTATE
Salam and Peace Be with You
Well, we are halfway through the year and it has been very interesting.
We have had a wonderful time travelling for the Hospital and for Tehran
Temple. So far, First Lady and I have been to Reno, to support our own
Supreme Queen Dale Olbernolte. As our Temple is there home, First
Lady and I were honored to represent us.
We went to Las Vegas and supported the Western Shrine Association.
To be with other Nobles and Ladies was a great time. The fellowship
was outstanding. If you have never been you need to plan on joining us
next year in Las Vegas. As you probably know, I was elected as the
Third Vice President of the Association. That means in 2023, we will be
the host Temple for the Association. Next year I hope several of you
Nobles will take part in the festivities.
As your representative for the Temple, First Lady and I attended the
Imperial Session of the Shrine. This year it was held in Nashville. Great
time and the body of Nobles completed a ton of business that concerned
our future as Shriners Hospital for Children. You may probably know
that there are several concerns about the future for the hospital. The times
they are a changing. The way forward is to have 3 or 4 centers of
excellence and 50 to 150 clinics covering every state. The advances of
medical technology have put the hospital in a precarious position. Most
patients can come in, have a procedure and go home that evening thus
they don’t stay overnite. The government has deﬁned the word hospital
with beds, this means as they deﬁne it, a hospital has had at least 2 beds
occupied every night to be called a hospital. Thus, putting 18 of our
hospitals in jeopardy. Plus, if your hospital is set up for 12 beds, you ﬁll
2, the hospital has to staﬀ for all 12 beds thus losing money. Last year
the Shriners Hospitals dipped into the fund for $184 million to cover
this. We can’t continue this, so, that is the reason that a change is
needed. A good example of this is the new setup in Pasadena where you
have a clinic and a contract with a hospital. It works.
Coming up, we have our major Membership Drive. If you know a
brother that is interested in the Shrine. Invite him and his family to our

picnic on August 17 at 11 to 4 PM. It is FREE. Toss a water balloon at
the Potentate, get your kids’ faces painted and try and judge our BBQ
challenge. Come and have FUN and support your Shrine.
By the time you read this, we will have been to see Calamity Jane at
Roger Rockas Dinner Theatre. Headlined by Louise Mandrell. We sold
out our space again. Thank you for your support. The next show will be
Man of La Mancha, one of our favorites. To dream the impossible
dream, never thought I would ever be a Master Counselor or a Potentate,
so I thought it appropriate to end this year with this show.
Remember the next Stated Meeting will be on a Saturday on September
7 at 2 PM in the afternoon. A First Ladies Meeting will be held as well
as a dinner afterwards. Haven’t thought about that, but I am pretty sure
this time it will be All American.
Also, we have a cruise coming up to the Mexican Riviera on Carnival
Cruise Line. Details can be had from Altours, Jan Odahl can help with
all details.
As always, may your camel spit with the wind. Peace be with You!

We will be attending the Imperial Session in Nashville over the fourth of
July and there are many issues to be discussed. Our hospital system is
very expensive to run and the purpose is to see more children, in more
places while decreasing the cost. With new medical technology hospital
stays are shorter and many procedures are done on an out patient basis.
We are looking into converting some of our hospitals into clinics and
opening more clinics in other areas closer to the patients so they do not
have to travel as far.
I hope everyone is well and remember that our motto is “fun with a
purpose” and it is the good we do for the Shriner’s Kids which gives
each of us and Tehran Shrine purpose. The Shrine health care system is
the best in the world and no other hospitals or organizations treat the
children as we do, so if we are gone there is no one to take our place.
Think Membership!
Fraternally,
Randy Forrester, Chief Rabban

FRESNO SHRINE CLUB
“Have Lunch With Your Friends”
Yeaaa -No summer break this year - we are having
our meetings in both July and August!!!
Come join us!!
DATE: Wednesday, August 14th
TIME: 12 Noon Social (No Host)
DRESS: Casual
PLACE:

PRICE:

12:30 Lunch

Yosemite Falls Cafe in Granite Park
4020 N. Cedar Ave halfway between Dakota and
Ashlan - Behind Me and Ed’s Pizza Restaurant
$17.00 per person

Please call Judy Hershey at 559-255-2672 to make your
reservation or respond via email to
jhershey01@comcast.net
We will have 4 or 5 lunch choices set up by Yosemite Falls.
PLUS: Choice of soup or salad, choice of potato or rice, beverage
and dessert included.
We hope to see you there! We know you will have a great time!
Shrine Club Oﬃcrs
President: John Techman
Vice President: Orron Dougherty
Treasurer: Ralph Takakjian
Secretary: Richard Hershey

Western Shrine Association
Competitions May 1st & 2nd, 2020 in
Las Vegas!
Competition Schedule
Friday May 1

+5:00 to 6:00pm Klown Competition
+6:00 to 7:00p.m. Home Brew Competition in the
Hospitality Room
+7:00p.m. to 10:00p.m. Pub Crawl/Scavenger Hunt
Competition. Check in at the Hospitality Room
Saturday May 2
+9:00a.m. to 10:30a.m. Motor Corps Competition
+11:30a.m. to 12:30a.m. Pedal Race Competition
+1:00p.m. to 3:00p.m. Hillbilly Horseshoe
Tournament

For information about the Motor Corps, Brewing, Horseshoe, Pub Crawl or Pedal
Competition contact Michael J. Fox at michaeljfoxnv@yahoo.com or 775-742-1867.
See www.westernshrine.org for registration and room info.
If you have suggestions or want to organize an additional competition, please
contact WSA president Ken Haukaas

A SMALL REMINDER
For all the implements of Masonry the Trowel remains with
us always.
The trowel is an instrument made use of by operative
Masons to spread the cement which unites the building into
one common mass, but we; as Free and Accepted Masons ,
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of spreading the cement of brother love and
affection – that cement which unites us into one sacred
band, or society of friends and brothers , among whom no
contention should ever exist but that noble contention, or
rather emulation of who best can work and best agree.

