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A Message from Potentate Mark
Our collective delight, at being out and about again with family and friends, 

continues! Lady Sandra and I have enjoyed wonderful meals with the Temple 

Guard, Novkeps, Fresno Shrine Club, and look forward to joining other unit and 

club meetings in the very near future. Thank you for making our visits so 

welcoming!

Speaking of excitement, the First Lady's Project (co-chaired by Jean Denton and 

Sandy Dawson) is rapidly approaching their goal of raising $10,000 for our 

Sacramento Hospital. With your strong support, the recent fundraising 

dinner/auction netted $4,500 - bringing the current total raised to over $9,300. 

Well done Shriners and Ladies!

As promised, were planning at least one major event each month from now until 

the end of the year. Here are just a few evenings you can look forward to:

September:  Ceremonial and Masonic Family BBQ competition 

  (get your  teams ready)

October:  Oktoberfest Dinner and Past Potentate Recognition Night

November: A rekindling of the historic Shish Kabob Dinner

  (lead by our own Ralph Takakjian!)

December:  Christmas (and thank you) Party

Additionally, the ladies are hosting their own fun events every single month!

Watch the bulletin closely so you don't miss out on any of the fun!

Lastly, I have important news to share…

Past Potentate Randy Forrester has decided to step down from the Tehran 

Shrine Divan. Please join me in thanking him for his dedication and service.

It is said that when God closes a door he opens a window. Please join me in 

welcoming Robert “Bob” Murdoch back to the Divan as your new Hight Priest 

and Prophet. We were saddened when Bob stepped aside last year. He has so 

much energy and passion for our fraternity and hospital system. He is already 

overflowing with great ideas on how to make 

Tehran Shrine even better. It is great to have

Bob back on the Board!



From the Desk of 
Assistant Rabban Wayne Schwartz

Hi all, Hey we have a super big deal day coming up this month, and I mean 
super.  Saturday, September 25 is our all Masonic Picnic, Summer cook-off, 
Clown summer party and our Potentate just informed me the we will have an 
induction ceremony (I don't know if ceremonial is correct name – your discretion) 

ththat afternoon.  So, you have until Monday, September 13  to get those 
applications for membership into our recorder (we have to vote on them at the 
stated meeting on this day).  This is going to be a great day, so plan on spending 
the day at the Shrine Center and bring the family, friends and/or neighbors.

When we're born, the only innate fears we have are the fear of falling, and the 
fear of loud sounds. All other fears are learned.

OK, So what do we know about September!  The name “September” comes from 
an old Roman word, “septem,” which actually means 7. That's right – September 
was the seventh month of the year on the Roman calendar – It did not become 
the ninth month until the advent of the Gregorian calendar. Out of all 12 months 
of the year, September is spelled with the most letters. It contains nine letters, 
and it happens to be the ninth month of the year. No other months have the 
same amount of letters as their number in the calendar year. The first day of fall 
is typically on September 22 or September 23 in North America. This is when the 
hours in the day are almost equal to the hours in the night.  This occurs at the 
same time as the Spring Equinox does in Australia. There are more pop and 
classic songs with “September” in the title than any other month. The birthstone 
for September is the sapphire which is said to reduce inflammation, treat fever 
and act as a lucky charm for the person wearing it. It symbolizes intuition, clarity 
of thought, peacefulness, as well as loyalty and trust.

Did you know: German Chocolate Cake is named after an American baker by the 
name of Samuel German. It has nothing to do with German.

Holidays in September:  September is National Happy Cat Month 

Of course the most known and popular is our end of summer/backyard Bar-B-
Que week-end Labor Day. Labor Day, an annual celebration of workers and their 
achievements, originated during one of American labor history's most dismal 

 
chapters. In the late 1800s, at the height of the Industrial Revolution in the United 
States, the average American worked 12-hour days and seven-day weeks in 
order to eke out a basic living. Despite restrictions in some states, children as 
young as 5 or 6 toiled in mills, factories and mines across the country, earning a 
fraction of their adult counterparts’ wages. People of all ages, particularly the 
very poor and recent immigrants, often faced extremely unsafe working 
conditions, with insufficient access to fresh air, sanitary facilities and breaks.



Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, 
trade unionists proposed that a day be set aside to celebrate labor. "Labor Day" 
was promoted by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of Labor, which 
organized the first parade in New York City. In 1887, Oregon was the first state of 
the United States to make it an official public holiday. By the time it became an 
official federal holiday in 1894, thirty states in the United States officially 
celebrated Labor Day. The federal law, however, only made it a holiday for 
federal workers. In 1894 there was a labor strike called the Pullman Strike in 
Chicago. The government brought army troops in to restore order. Unfortunately, 
there was violence and some workers were killed in the conflict. Not long after 
the strike ended, President Grover Cleveland tried to heal relations with labor 
groups. One thing he did was to quickly have Labor Day established as a 
national and federal holiday. As a result, on June 28, 1894, Labor Day became 
an official national holiday.

Although GPS is free for the world to use, it costs $2 million per day to operate. 
The money comes from American tax revenue.

Look at the following : 
Sept. 3: is International Bacon Day
Sept. 5: National Cheese Pizza Day

Sept. 16: National Guacamole Day 

Sept. 20: National Pepperoni Pizza Day

Sept.7: National Beer Lover's Day

Don't you think Pizza and Guacamole and Beer should be celebrated on the 
same day?  What's Pizza and Guacamole (I'm assuming chips are included) 
without a Beer?

The loudness of a monkey is relative to the size of its testicles. Researchers 
Hmmmm. I wonder if found that the smaller the testicles, the louder the monkey.  

this trait was passed on to some human males?

Sept. 8: National Hug Your Hound Day (and this is during Happy Cat Month?)
Sept. 11: Make Your Bed Day Many successful people have shared this advice: If 
you want to set up your day for success, make your bed every morning. That 
way, you'll accomplish something right off the bat. Not only will it help you 
establish a morning routine, but a tidy bed can make your life feel a little less 
cluttered. 
Sept 18: The U.S. Air Force Birthday  and V-J day Victory Over Japan. 
Sept. 29: National Coffee Day (I think this should be the day after that beer day, 
kind of help straighten you out after all the beers).

If you get this on September 1, you have 115 shopping days until Christmas.  

Don't go fussing if you are stuck with last minute shopping, I have been warning 

you of shopping days left.



     Jack and Kathy* have been married 71 years. He is 92. She is 93. They have 
traveled the world, have raised two children, and have grown old together. And 
then last year, in an unexpected turn of events, they learned that they had to 
vacate their home of 14 years. Neither could manage the physical demands of 
moving on their own. And even once they were out, they had nowhere to go. 
They didn't have the financial means to afford a care facility. They had no family 
nearby to lean on. All that they had was Jack's lodge. With growing panic, Jack 
turned to his Masonic brothers.
     There is a growing effort among California lodges to increase member 
outreach, and to partner with Masonic Assistance when a widow or brother 
needs help. Because of it, Consuelo Lodge No. 325 knew right away to call 
Masonic Outreach Services (MOS). Lodge brothers and MOS worked together to 
help Jack and Kathy turn in their application for support services, and with it, 
secure financial aid for an assisted living facility. As it happens, a Consuelo 
brother works at just such a facility – located close to the lodge, and even with a 
few other Masons in residence. Jack and Kathy happily chose to move there. In 
an outpouring of support, and with just days left to pull together a team, the 
lodge rallied a dozen brothers to move all of their belongings.
     Tom Handell is the Consuelo Lodge brother who works at Jack and Kathy's 
new residence. Throughout the transition, he has worked closely with MOS to 
ensure the couple's safe move and continued support. Now, he witnesses the 
successful results every day. Both Jack and Kathy have gained some 
desperately needed weight. At last, their medications are being managed 
properly. They are thriving in their new community.
     “They are happy as they can be here,” Handell says. “It was such a good 
move for them. It gives you a really good feeling, knowing you made a real 
difference in someone's life.”
     “Part of our Masonic obligation is to help our brothers and our widows,” he 
says. “It's our obligation as a Mason, yes. But more than that, it's our duty as a 
human being.”
     Tracy Reynolds was among the Consuelo Lodge brothers who pitched in on 
moving day.
     “Many of our members have done so much to help others when they had the 
means to do so,” he says. “If we all consider the many people that have helped 
us in our life adventure – people that we cannot pay back – there arises an 
opportunity to pay it forward through outreach and relief.”
     “When life experiences might produce huge obstacles,” Reynolds says, 
“many hands will make light work.”

*Names and identifying details have been changed to protect client privacy.

We will strive to continue the many hands of Masonic Relief  in the Tehran Shrine 
Bulletin.

“The Many Hands of Masonic Relief”



September Birthdays

SHRINERS LIGHT THE WAY
Because We Care!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Your birthday is special, This much you should know,

It’s the birth of another year, Another chance to grow.

Your birthday is special, A time to pause and reect,

Look back without sorrow, And look forward unchecked.

Your birthday is special, A day to start anew,

Break the rules you live by, And make your dreams come true.

Charles G. Felder
Donald E. Kauffman
Jon Heck
Mark Heckenlaible
Jonathan W. Higgins
Dobie M.Dawson P.P.
Joseph L. Maffi
Craig R. Constance
Jonathan R. Lee
Fred A.Richburg M.D.
James Banta
Christopher M. Gans
Timothy W. Merrell
Sonny Mehrtash

Arthur G.Carlson
Louis W. Jelinek Jr.
Richard F. Hershey Sr.
Ronald G. Roberts
Vernon D. Moss
David M. Doll
Bruce L. Barnett
Bill Pfister
Rodney G. Meseke
David G. Hoban
Wayne E. Weller
James C. Meeks
Gary J. Campbell
Freddy D. Harrell



It’s About Shrine!

Many Clubs & Units went back to meeting in August.
It was so nice to get back together and see everyones smiling faces. 

Stay safe and stay healthy!

The Novkeps

Temple Guard

F
r
e
s
n
o 

Shrine Club

T
h
e 

Clowns



FRESNO SHRINE CLUB

Sometimes you wanna go

Where everybody knows your name

And they’re always glad you came

You wanna be where you can see

Our troubles are all the same

You wanna be where everybody knows your name

WHEN:  Wednesday, September 8
12 Noon Social (No Host)
12:30 Lunch

WHERE:  Yosemite Falls Cafe in Granite Park
4020 N. Cedar Av
Halfway between Dakota and Ashlan - 
Behind Me and Ed’s Pizza Restaurant

$20.00 per person

Please call Judy Hershey at 559-255-2672
to make your reservation

or respond via email to jhershey01@comcast.net



Current Officers: Rudy Perez, (209) 769-3962, President

Max Madayage, (209) 617-7058

Be well! Be safe! Be kind to one another-

It's the shrine thing to do!

MERCED-MARIPOSA SHRINE CLUB 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, September 23, 2021, 6 pm Social

(Order dinner from menu)       6:45 PM Mee�ng

WHERE:  Bella Nita's Restaurant,

2684 Shaffer Rd., Atwater

THIS MEETING IS IMPORTANT AS THE Potentate WILL

BE INVITED & MEMBERS NEED TO DECIDE ON the club's

FUTURE. The club needs officers!  



All monies are .due by September 10

Please mail your check payable to

Denise Crossland, 3669 W Persimmon Lane, Fresno 93711

Includes Turf Club, VIP Parkinng, Adult Admission to Fair

Horseman’s Section and $2.00 towards the Shriners Hospital

for Children Northern California Race (winnings go to SHCNC)



Past Potentate Dinner
Oktoberfest

Saturday October 23rd
Shrine Center

Saturday, November 13th, 2021
Tehran Shrine Center

Tehran Shrine
Shish-Kabob Dinner

Mark your Calendars.

Mark your Calendars.



Ladies Programs
We are going to continue the once a month ladies programs.

They will be held at the Shrine Center
on the 1st or 2nd Monday of the month at 1:00 pm.

Please RSVP Lady Sandra 559-643-1957 or 
the Instructor if you plan to attend.

The programs are FREE and ALL Ladies are invited!

Monday, Sep 13th - Line Dancing, Instructor Jane Gamoian
559-299-3627

Monday, Oct 4th - Sock Snowman, Instructor Kerri Gans
559-449-1950

Monday, Nov 1st - Making Cards, Instructor Pat Dougherty
559-292-5316

Shriners; Nobles, Ladies and Friends truly light the 

way! Because of your hard work, dedication and 

generosity the light house is almost fully lit. We 

believe that actually at the time of this printing we 

have more than topped the original goal of $10,000. 

Let's keep going and really make that lighthouse 

shine! 

Thank you to all who made the 1st Lady's Project Dinner & Auction a success. We 

believe we cleared over $5000. Thank you to all who worked to put on the event, 

donated food, beverages, auction items and money. We especially need to recognize 

the team who planned, orchestrated and worked the event; John & Jean Denton, 

Mark & Sandra Dawson, Jane Gamoian, Kerri Gans, and Bill & Catherine 

Pfister...Thank You! The Clubs & Units for their donations to the event; the Clowns, 

Fresno Shrine Club, Novkeps and Roustabouts ... Thank You!  Special individuals; 

Gary Campbell ...Thank You!  Larry & Jeanne Goeringer ...Thank You!  J.R. Searcy ... 

Thank You! Matt Dawson & Skyler Summers ...Thank You! 

Lady Jean & Lady Sandra

1st Ladies’Project
“Assistive Devices”

Lady Jean & Lady Sandra



All Ladies Are
Cordially Invited

To The

First Ladies’ Luncheon
In Honor Of

First Lady Jean Denton and
 First Lady Sandra Dawson

Lunch Entree Menu - Please indicate your lunch choice.
All entrees include; House salad, starch, vegetable, dessert, coffee and tea

*  Pacific Salmon - Honey BBQ glaze, topped w/ a mild avocado & corn relish

*  Chicken Piccata - Chicken grilled & topped w/wine,tomato, mushrooms and scallions

Entree Salad includes cup of Soup
*  Seafood Extraodinaire - gulf prawns, bay shrimp, chilled salmon, artichoke hearts,
hard boiled egg, tomato, avocado on a bed of chopped romaine & iceberg lettuce, tossed in
1,000 Island dressing

Saturday, October 16, 2021
11:30 a.m. 

$37.00 Lunch Only
($5.00 Gift Optional)

The Manhattan Steakhouse 
1731 W. Bullard, Fresno CA 93711 

Dressy Casual / Business Attire

Coordinator, Chief Rabban Lady Jeanne Goeringer

Please RSVP by October 9th, to Jeanne Goeringer 559-285-5419 
Mail your check payable to Jeanne Goeringer

2414 Monterey St, Fresno, CA 93721

(Donated to the 1st Ladies’ Project)



SHRINERS LIGHT THE WAY
Because We Care!

Sept 8
Sept 9
Sept 11
Sept 13
Sept 13
Sept 13
Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 17
Sept 21
Sept 23
Sept 25
Sept 27
Sept 28

Fresno Shrine Club
Legion of Honor & Flying Shriners
Chief Rabban’s Calendar Meeting
Pageantry Practice
Ladies’ Program** - Line Dancing with Jane Gamoian, 1;00 p.m.
Tehran Shrine Stated Meeting* - 6:30 p.m.
Temple Guard & Patrol
Bulletin Deadline
Roustabouts
Novkeps
Clowns
Merced/Mariposa Shrine Club
Ceremonial & Summer Cook-off Challenge*
Temple Belles
BOD Mtg “Board of Directors” - 6:30 p.m.

 

SEPTEMBER 2021
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

5 6 Labor Day 7

 
  

8

  

Fresno Shrine Club 

 

Daughters of the Nile 

 

9

 

Legion of Honor Unit/ 
Flying Shriners

 

Club 

 

10

 

11
Chief Rabban's 
Calendar Mtg

12 13
Tehran Shrine 
Stated Meeting*

 
Pageantry Practice 
Ladies Program**

 

14

 

Temple Guard

 
Unit/

 

Patrol Unit 
 

 

15

 

Nile Sewing

 

Bulletin Deadline
 

16

 

Roustabouts Club 

 
  
 

17

 

Novkeps  
18

19 20
Scottish Rite

21

  
Clowns Unit 

 

22

 
 

23

  
Merced/Mariposa 
Shrine Club

  
 

24

 
 

25
Ceremonial &
Summer Cook-off 
Challenge*

26 27
Temple Belles

28

 

BOD Mtg "Board of 
Directors"

29

 

30

  

Notes: 
BOD - Board of Directors; open to all Nobles
PNA - Potentate Not Available
* Denotes Temple/Shrine Event
**  Lady's Event; all Nobles' Ladies are invited to attend.



Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 4
Oct 12
Oct 13
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 15
Oct 15
Oct 16
Oct 18
Oct 19
Oct 20
Oct 23
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 28

Nile Fashion Show
Hillbillies Mtg
Pageantry Practice
Ladies Program **- Sock Snowman with Kerri Gans, 1:00 p.m.
Temple Guard/Patrol Mtg
Fresno Shrine Club Mtg
Daughters of the Nile Mtg
Legion of Honor/Flying Shriners Mtg
Shrine Day at the Races*
Novkeps Mtg
Bulletin Submission Deadline
1st Ladies’ Luncheon - The Manhattan**
Scottish Rite
Clowns Mtg
Nile Sewing
Tehran Shrine Oktoberfest & Past Potentate Dinner
Temple Belles Mtg
BOD Mtg “Board of Directors” - 6:30 p.m.
Merced/Mariposa Shrine Club Mtg

SHRINERS LIGHT THE WAY
While Having Fun in 2021!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Nile Fashion Show

3
Hillbillies Club 

4 
Pageantry Practice 

 

Ladies Program**

 

5

 

6

OCTOBER 2021  
 

7

 
 

8

  

PNA

 
 

9
Paso Robles -
Pioneer Day Parade
PNA

10
PNA

11 12

 

Temple Guard

 
Unit/

 

Patrol Unit 
 

 

13

 

Fresno Shrine Club 

 

Daughters of the Nile 
 

 

14

 

Legion of Honor Unit/ 
Flying Shriners

 
Club

 
 

15

 

Novkeps Unit 
Bulletin Deadline
Day at the Races*

 

16
1st Lady's 
Luncheon**

17 18
Scottish Rite

19

  
Clowns Unit 

 
 

20

 
Nile Sewing

 
 

21

  
 

22

 
 

23
Past Potentates 
Dinner / 
Octoberfest*

24 25
Temple Belles

26

 

BOD Mtg "Board of 
Directors"

27

 

28

 
 

Merced/Mariposa 
Shrine Club

29

 

30

31 Halloween Notes: 
BOD - Board of Directors; open to all Nobles
PNA - Potentate Not Available
* Denotes Temple/Shrine Event
**  Lady's Event; all Nobles' Ladies are invited to attend.



I Love a Parade!

Paso Robles
Pioneer Day Parade
Sat. Oct. 9th, 2021

10:00 a.m.

Join the Roustabouts at the parade and cheer them on as they 

show off their beautiful calliope. 

Parade List - Updated Aug 17, 2021
(by Bob Murdoch, Parade Marshal)

Sep 18
Sep 25
Oct  2
Oct  9
Oct  9
Oct 30
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 26
Dec 4
Dec 4

Parlier Centennial Parade
Dinuba Raisin Harvest Festival
Cocoran Cotton Festival Parade
Reedley Fiesta Parade
Paso Robles Pioneer Day Parade
Selma Rotary Marching Band Parade
Fresno Veterans Parade
Porterville Veterans Parade
Lemoore Veterans Parade
Merced Veteran’s Parade
Hanford Christmas Parade
Lemoore Christmas Parade
Merry Mountain Christmas (Mariposa)

Clowns Attending

Same Day as BBQ
Undecided
Undecided
Roustabouts Attending

Invited
TBD
TBD
TBD (Evening)
TBD
TBD (Evening)
TBD (Evening)
TBD (Evening)



Saturday, September 25th

10 am - 2 pm

Tehran Shrine Center

5407 East Olive Avenue, Fresno

TEHRAN SHRINE - All MASONIC FAMILY

BBQ & Ceremonial

Plan for a full day of  FREE FUN!

Clowns Summer Party
BBQ Cook-Off Challenge

Doors Open
Ceremonial
Games of Skill
Tasting Begins
Lunch Served - BBQ Pulled Pork,
Rolls, Salads, Chips, Dessert
Water Games
BBQ Awards
Event Closes

9:30
10:00
10:45
11:30
12:00

1:00
1:30
2:00

Get your team together and enter 
the BBQ Cook-Off. Your choice of 
meats; Brisket, Pulled Pork, Pork 
Ribs, Chicken. Enter one or as 
many as your want. Registration 
form available on-line at 
www.tehranshriners.org or call the 
Shrine Office 559-251-1991.

RSVP by Sept. 22nd
To Shrine Recorder

recorder@tehranshriners.org
559-251-1991

http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org
mailto:robert93610@hotmail.com


Clowns Summer Party
BBQ Cook-Off Challenge

Registration/Entry Form
All Masonic affiliated organizations are encouraged to 
participate. Shrine Clubs & Units, Blue Lodges, Scottish 
Rite, York Rite, Daughters of the Nile, Jobs Daughters, 
Rainbow Girls, Demolay, etc. The event is FREE to enter 
and FREE to attend. RSVPs required.

Entry Form Due by Saturday, September 18th

Send Entry Forms To:
Tehran Recorder

Tehran Shrine Center
5407 E. Olive Avenue, Suite 101

Fresno, CA 93727-2500

You may also enter by email:
recorder@tehranshriners.org

Group Name:  

Contact Person:

Contact Phone No:

Contact E-mail:

Entry Meat(s):

Saturday, September 25th
Tehran Shrine Center

5407 E. Olive Ave., Fresno

Provide enough meat for 100 small samples.

Have Questions?  Contact: Mark Dawson, Potentate
 or 559-643-1956potentate@tehranshriners.org

Meat Choices:
Brisket
Chicken
Pulled Pork
Pork Ribs

mailto:oldsarge21@comcast.cnet


BBQ COOK-OFF CHALLENGE INFORMATION
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH

TEHRAN SHRINE CENTER 5407 E. OLIVE AVE., FRESNO

ENTRY FORM DUE: SEPTEMBER 18TH

Items Provided by Shrine Center:
1.  Rectangular table & chairs for "Presentation/Tasting" 
2.  Antibacterial Wipes, Hand Sanitizer, Food Handling Gloves
3.  Ticket /Ballot box for Best BBQ Voting Tickets (Attendees will place their voting ticket here.)

Teams to Provide:
1.  All teams must provide enough meat for 100 small samples/tastings. 
2.  All Teams must have meat ready for tasting by 11:30 a.m.
3.  All Teams must staff  their assigned table during tasting event.
4.  Teams will provide 1 tasting per tasting ticket received.
5.  Teams should plan to have container to hold tasting tickets.
6.  Teams should have some small containers for serving samples, plastic forks, and

napkins if needed.
7.  Tasting and Voting will continue until 1:30 p.m. or until all teams have exhausted their

supply of meat.
8.  Teams are encouraged to decorate their table appropriately to their team /group.
9.  Teams are encouraged to dress in theme.  Must clean their area after event.

Tasting and Voting Procedure:
1.  All attendees will be given tasting tickets for each competition meat entry.
2.  All attendees will be given one (1) "Best BBQ" voting ticket.
3.  Additional voting tickets may be purchased for $1.00 each.
4.  All proceeds from sale of voting tickets will be donated to the 1st Lady's Project.

Awards & Recognitions:
1.  BEST BBQ - "People's Choice"
2.  BEST Brisket
3.  BEST Chicken
4.  BEST Pulled Pork
5.  BEST Ribs
6.  BEST Table & Team "Look"

Have Question?  Contact: Mark Dawson, Potentate
potentate@tehranshriners.org or 599-643-1956



TEHRAN SHRINE
STATED MEETING NOTICE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021
6:30 p.m.

Shrine Center
5407 East Olive Avenue, Fresno, CA

Tehran Shrine Bylaws

§3.6 Notice of Meetings. At least one week's notice must be 
given of the time and place of all meetings and ceremonial 
sessions. The notice may be given in the official temple 
publication or by letter.

Also available Via Zoom
Meeting ID: 208 485 9416

Passcode: tehran
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