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SEPTEMBER MESSAGE FROM THE  

POTENTATE 

Salam and Peace Be with You

A message from the Potentate

Greetings from the desert and peace be with you!

Wow! So far we have had a pretty cool summer, but the 

dog days of August are upon us. I hope you have enjoyed 

the year.

Last month, the shrine was well represented at the Scottish 

Rite Dessert auction and fund raiser for the Learning Center. 

Don’t know about you but First Lady Evette won several 

items. Ouch! It all goes to another philanthropy that we all 

participate. We had a great time.

Now it is September, time for business and elections of new 

officers for 2020. Randy has been busy preparing a very 

interesting year for all the nobles and their ladies.

Please remember if you plan on attending Roger Rockas 

Dinner theatre for “Man of LA MANCHA, contact me at

tombailey46@sti.net or 559676-1339. The cost for the evening 

is $58.00 per person, includes dinner and the show. Make your 

check out to Roger Rockas Dinner Theatre. 
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Also, this month we will have the stated meeting on a 
Saturday afternoon. Reason for doing this, YOU. While  
travelling to our many clubs and functions, you have indicated 
that one of the reasons for not attending a stated meeting is 
because you are getting older and have a little trouble with 
night driving. I am too, so please try to come, meet your old 
friends and have a drink in the OASIS. 

The dinner this month is Spanish, PAELLA followed by 

homemade FLAN. The cost will be $20.00. So, we have 

had Hawaiian, Greek and now Spanish. Hope you have 

enjoyed the meals. For the November meeting we will 

finish the year with a Spaghetti and Meatball dinner. Truly 

Italian.

Hope you enjoyed the BBQ.

As always, May your camel always spit with the wind!
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From The Chief Rabban 

I found the light switch and am back from the Dark!  Since my 
last article Pam and I have been very busy.  We attended the 
Imperial Session in Nashville (it was hot and humid).  PP Ron 
Obernolte did an outstanding job presenting Shrine Hospital 
legislation and because of his efforts our health care system 
will be able to advance to help more kids, in more places at 
less cost. We had the pleasure of attending the Daughters of 
the Nile Supreme Session in Reno and seeing our own Dale 
Obernolte installed as the Supreme Queen.  We attended the 
High Tea for our first lady Evette’s First Lady’s project put on 
by Chef and Host extraordinaire Bill Atwood.  We attended 
the Scottish Rite’s fundraiser on August 10th for their local 
Language Disorders Clinic which was chaired by David Pitts 
(a great event) and a worthwhile Masonic cause.  We attended 
the all Masonic Picnic at the Shrine Center and watched our 
Potentate get pelted with water balloons to raise money for the 
First Lady’s Project.  Pam and I visited the Sacramento Shrine 
hospital and I attended the Hospital Board Meeting Monday 
with PP Ross Simonet.  While we were at the hospital, we met 
with Allen Anderson about next year’s First Lady’s Project.  
With all of this we even managed to get away to the coast for a 
few days and still worked.  It makes me tired just thinking 
about what we have done, but Mary had a little lamb!   

Pam and I have been planning for next year (ideas are very 
welcomed) and are still planning for two short trips (if you are 
silly enough to elect me).  I would like to do a weekend trip to 
old Sacramento with a visit to the Shrine Hospital for the Walk 
of Love next June.  Pam is also looking into what the hospital  
needs to best serve our patients for her First Lady’s project and  
has several ideas to present at the Chief Rabban’s night.  We 
do  
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so much more than just help with a child’s physical problems 
but also work to make our patients feel good about themselves 
so they can succeed in life. 

Unfortunately, John Denton let me know that he will not be 
able to continue next year and we need more people in our line 
of officers.  We are looking for someone to fill his place next 
year that is able to ascend to Potentate in 2021.  Since there is 
not much time to plan for the 2021 year, I hope someone will 
come forward to run who has Shrine experience with the same 
qualifications I have (not too smart but with deep concern and 
caring for the kids we help).  Please call and talk about 
concerns or questions (559 292-6191 or cell 970 -0812) or 
better yet, just volunteer. 

Speaking of volunteering, any organization runs best when 
everyone is involved.  In order to put on fun events and help 
the kids, it takes lots of people to help.  As I am putting 
together the calendar of events for next year, I am looking for 
people to help with organizing, decorating etc.  Please call and 
volunteer to help but if I don’t hear from you, don’t be 
surprised to get a phone call from me. 

I hope everyone is well and remember that our motto is “fun 
with a purpose” and it is the good we do for the Shriner’s 
Kids which gives each of us and Tehran Shrine purpose.  The 
Shrine health care system is the best in the world and no other 
hospitals or organizations treat the children as we do, so if we 
are gone there is no one to take our place.  Think 
Membership!

Fraternally, 

Randy Forrester, Chief Rabban 

PS:  I put something in the article that does not belong, call me 
if you find it!
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